
 
SUNDAY MASS 

9:30 a.m.    
(Church w/Sign 

Up & On-line) 
 

 

DAILY MASS 
Monday - Friday 

7:30 a.m.  
(Church w/Sign 

Up & On-line)  
 

 
 

 

OFFICE 
HOURS 

Monday - Sunday   
Closed until further 

notice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCATION 
2907 South Wabash  

Chicago, IL 60616 
 

 
CONTACT 

312-842-1919 (office) 
312-842-3612 (fax) 

www.stjameswabash.org 

 

 

 

 

Saint James Church is 

staffed by the priests  

and brothers of the  

Missionary Servants of 

the Most Holy Trinity 

DECEMBER 13, 2020 

 

 
 

St. James Roman Catholic Church,  
a diverse community rooted in vibrant 

Eucharistic Liturgy, serves those in need 
in partnership with others. 



ON THE WAY…... 

ST. JAMES  ∙  CHICAGO  

May the grace and peace of the Holy Spirit be with us forever. 
 

       Rejoice! That is the admonition for the Third Sunday of Advent. In the 
olden Latin days this was called “Gaudete Sunday” from the first words of 
the Entrance Antiphon. The readings for this Sunday stress the joy of 
anticipating the Lord’s coming. The image is of a watcher who heralds the 
dawn during that in-between time when darkness is giving way to light. It’s 
not quite light yet but things are brightening. However, in a time of 
pandemic, in a time of racial reckoning, in a time of economic stress, in a 
time of political tension it can be hard to see much light or to muster up 
much joy. I’m reminded of an old Brewer and Shipley song with these 
lyrics: “Nighttime is only the other side of daytime/ But if you've ever waited 
for the sun/ You know what it's like to wish daytime would come/ And don't 
it seem like a long time/ Seem like a long time, seem like a long, long time.” 
When will our rejoice-producing sunrise come! 
 

      It is perhaps fitting in such times that the featured actor in the gospel for 
Gaudete Sunday is John the Baptist – a decidedly un-sunny individual. 
John the Baptist with his strange clothing and even stranger eating habits 
thundered about the need for repentance and denounced sinners.  He had 
gathered a large following by promoting baptism as a preparation for the 
coming of the Kingdom of God. He promoted joy by heralding the coming 
of God-with-us. John’s willingness to deny himself physically provided the 
outward manifestation of his denying himself any kind of acclaim or 
recognition. Instead of pointing to himself as a leader of a spiritual 
revolution he kept pointing beyond himself to the “coming one.” His joy was 
in making a way for Emmanuel. 
 

      Other images of joy that can be found in the Bible include the epistle of 
St. James, our patron. “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” (James 1:2-4)  
I tend to think that “pure joy” is present when things are going well, when 
life goes smoothly. But the epistle says that even “trials of many kinds” are 
the occasion for joy. Perhaps the best way of understanding what the 
scripture means her is to think of an athlete who goes through the rigors of 
training, those reps in the weight room and those laps around the track, in 
order to have the joy of victory. Our trials are the stepping stones which 
enable us to find God in all things, even in things we consider negative at 
the time. 
 

      Another scriptural reference to joy is from the psalms: Weeping may 

endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning (Psalm 30:5). We might be 

in a time of weeping now with all that we are going through but God isn’t 

finished. This Gaudete Sunday serves 

as a promise that morning is coming, 

that the sun will rise, that the light will 

shine, that God never fails, that joy is 

ours. 
 

In the Most Holy Trinity,    

Fr. John Edmunds, S.T 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES 

Sun      

12/13 3rd Sunday Of Advent 

 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
† 

Mass (On-line & Church w/Sign Up) 

https://zoom.us/j/622647147 

Passcode: SJSUNDAY (57935957)  

Peter & Anna Marano - requested by 
Mena Marano 

Mon 
12/14 

7:30 a.m. 
 

 
 

Mass (On-line & Rectory w/ Sign Up) 

Meeting ID: 844 260 686 
Passcode: SJDAILY  

Bible Study (On-line) 

Tues 

12/15 
7:30 a.m. 

 

† 

 
6:30 p.m. 

Mass (On-line & Rectory w/ Sign Up) 

Meeting ID: 844 260 686 
Passcode: SJDAILY 

Louis Marano - requested by Mena 
Marano 

Advent Prayer Service (On-line) 

Wed 

12/16 
7:30 a.m. 

 

 
† 

Mass (On-line & Rectory w/ Sign Up) 

Meeting ID: 844 260 686 
Passcode: SJDAILY 

Ginny Picken - requested by Paul and 
Ann Kanzer 

Thur 

12/17 

 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 
† 

 

Mass (On-line & Rectory w/ Sign Up) 

Meeting ID: 844 260 686 
Passcode: SJDAILY 

Peter Marano - requested by Mena 
Marano 

Fri 

12/18 

7:30 a.m. 
 

 
† 

Mass (On-line & Rectory w/ Sign Up) 

Meeting ID: 844 260 686 
Passcode: SJDAILY 

Sr. Barbara Rastatter - requested by John 
& Judy Meade 

Sun      

12/20 4th Sunday Of Advent 

 9:30 a.m. 
 

Mass (On-line & Church w/Sign Up) 

https://zoom.us/j/622647147 

Passcode: SJSUNDAY (57935957)  

 Greetings from the St James  
Parish Council:  

 

A great opportunity to serve ! The Parish council 
meets with Father John monthly to address issues 
affecting St James. The Parish council will help 

to provide leadership when St.James enters into the Renew My 
Church process. 
  
To become a council member candidate you must be 18 years of 
age or older, a registered member of St James Parish for at least 
one year, not be on St. James Staff, or be a parent, child or 
cohabitant of a current Parish Council member . APPLICATIONS 
AVAILABLE! 
 

 

Contact Mary Ellen Levine at 
 Mel@imyourinsurancelady.com  

or 708-466-9133  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015nd0dTgLOu4IhPQIvKUow1lbg5rnt8XL3nvWSrWyQXnS4CfA90JlZ94opaUj6oP3Hh7lscOcCetSxBcqQpvJm4wcrW79m2bNy4k1loxySMB5E93MSr2u189d9oBDNNMIIObxY7JTacP_SoIQF8IEqQ==&c=0HBgWPjY_qiXMkaT-C0oOUiDSAuLban_rSneKYzNAl8ks8hWmhPVLg==&ch=V0DbuvLVtOWKV


ST. JAMES  ∙  CHICAGO                                                           ***MORE ON BACK  

     St. James has a tradition of 

Gift giving and we usually 

have a tree in the vestibule 

with names and suggested 

gifts . Due to the Pandemic we 

are looking at another way to 

accomplish this goal. 
 

The Parish council would like 

to continue our Gift Giving 

tree and we are in need of donations to make those 

wishes come true. 
 

We are asking those who can contribute  to send a 

donation to the Rectory .The funds collected would 

be used to purchase gifts  on-line and delivered to 

recipients.  
 

Please mark the envelope or on-line gifts for 

GIVING TREE. Any and all amounts are a 

Blessing.  

Lord, Have Mercy - on Mercy Hospital 
 

The South Side of Chicago has been described as a “Health Desert”. 
  

Deserts of all types are scattered around our planet. Most are caused by human action or inaction. 

The Great Sahara Desert once was a thriving source of food for North Africa and the Middle East 

and the south coast of Europe. This fertile farm and grazing land enriched kings and emperors, 

but mismanagement destroyed the soil and climate leading to today’s vistas of massive sand 

dunes and rare water sources. 
 

The US is not immune, and in the 1920’s and 1930’s we had our “dust bowls” in which vast areas 

of Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas suffered from sand storms and bone-dry rivers.  

Human deserts occur in a variety of types, including food deserts, education deserts, pharmacy 

deserts, job deserts, safety deserts, transportation deserts, etc.  

Our present concern is our South Side health desert which will only worsen if Mercy Hospital 

closes.  
 

We are requesting your prayers and participation to fix this health desert ASAP. Perhaps our 

success will serve as a model for the Chicago West Side Health Desert and even possibly other 

Health Deserts in major cities around 

the country. Please contact our state 

legislators today to express your 

support for Mercy Hospital! 

 

Dr. John Picken, MD 

St. James Save Mercy Hospital 

Committee 

sjsavemercy@gmail.com 

 



 

St. James has a google 
form for submitting 

prayer requests: 

 
https://forms.gle/

ZgbVkgarRRgDmJR6A  
 

 

Our Home Bound: 

Judy Archer 

Margie Bass 

Altee Clark 

Paul  Freeman 

Juanita James 

James Kennard 

Barbara Southhall 

Dina Williams 

Our Sick: 

Victoria Allen 

Aayliah Cooper 

Patsy Cunningham 

Marvelean Doss 

Nancy McCarthy 

Barbara Radizwon 

Sandra Reynolds 

Donald Rogers  

Kimberly Starr   

Coming to Church 
 

Advance sign up for all masses and events is required. 
 

You can access all sign-ups for masses and events, 
including Eucharistic Adoration through Sign Up 
Genuis or on the Sign Up Genius tab on our website. If 
you do not have access to the internet you may call 
Amy at 872-703-4337. 

 
 
 

Participants must follow 
ALL safety guidelines. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0FC5CED7FBCFFB66&cs=09B5BADA8FB88B627B7D64715BB49BC8&sortby=l.title&view=l
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0FC5CED7FBCFFB66&cs=09B5BADA8FB88B627B7D64715BB49BC8&sortby=l.title&view=l

