St. James Roman Catholic Church,
a diverse community rooted in vibrant
Eucharistic Liturgy, serves those in need
in partnership with others.

Saint James Church is
staffed by the priests
and brothers of the
Missionary Servants of
the Most Holy Trinity

SUNDAY MASS
9:30 a.m.
(Church &
On-line)
DAILY MASS
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m.
(Rectory &
On-line)
OFFICE
HOURS
Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.

LOCATION
2907 South Wabash
Chicago, IL 60616
CONTACT
312-842-1919 (office)
312-842-3612 (fax)
www.stjameswabash.org

JUNE 5, 2022

ON THE WAY…...
Sun
06/05

The Ascension Of Our Lord
9:30 a.m. Mass (Presentation Hall & On-line)

https://zoom.us/j/622647147
Passcode: SJSUNDAY (57935957)
† Debra and Shirley Barker by Phyllis
Barker

May the grace and peace of the Holy Spirit be with us forever.
Mystagogy of the Liturgy of the Word continued: the link between the
Scriptures and the liturgy. The Sacrifice of the Mass is designed to connect
us more intimately with Christ. The interplay of ritual and word provides the
fertile soil out of which our relationship with Christ comes to fruition. One
gesture that the Roman Rite (that is the rite practiced by most Catholics
around the world) uses to accent this link is the pacing of the Book of the
Gospels on the altar. At St. James this is done without any attention being
paid to it but we are, perhaps, missing an opportunity to highlight the
mystery of the appearance of the Word of God in the world. The altar is the
heart of the worshipping community. The geography of St. James makes
that obvious since the assembly is gathered around the altar. Placing the
book of the gospels on the altar symbolically represents that Christ, the
Word of God, lies at the heart of all we do. At the altar we remember too
that the bread that we break and the cup we share (hopefully, again, in the
not too distant future) is the gift of the Body and Blood of Christ won for us
in the mystery of the cross (“When we eat this bread and drink this cup we
proclaim your death, O Lord, until you come again.”) By placing the Book of
the Gospels on the altar the liturgy makes clear the intrinsic unity that
exists between the Scripture and the Eucharist. The Scripture and the
Eucharist are a single mystery – the sacramental body of Christ given for
us.
When you think of it, God communicates with us in the Scripture with
writing. Painters and sculptors might use images to provide some access to
the mystery of God but the Word of God with all of its spiritual meaning is
hidden in the action of writing it down. The rite of the liturgy serves the
same purpose as the written letters do for the Scripture – the actions and
gestures convey a deep spiritual meaning. Just as there are “bible studies”
to help us penetration the spiritual meaning of the scripture, so we must do
some work to truly understand the meaning which the liturgy embodies. In
the liturgy one learns something of God by listening, speaking, seeing,
smelling, touching. The senses are the path to meaning. The simple action
of placing the Book of the Gospels on the altar captures in a commonplace
gesture the unified communication of the mystery of Christ.
During the Last Supper Jesus asked his disciples, “Do you understand
what I have done for you?” It was not sufficient for the disciples simply to
experience the humble gesture of service that Jesus performed at the
washing of the feet. They had to reflect on that experience and unpack
what it meant for them for the true power of the gesture to have the desired
effect in their lives. St. Jerome famously said, Ignorance of the Scripture is
ignorance of Christ. We might add to that saying: ignorance of the meaning
of the liturgy is ignorance of Christ.
In the Most Holy Trinity,
Fr. John Edmunds, S.T
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Mon
06/06

7:30 a.m. Mass (Chapel & On-line)

Tues
06/07

7:30 a.m. Mass (Chapel & On-line)
9:30 a.m. Staff Meeting (On-line)
6:00 p.m. Evangelization Committee (On-line)

Wed
06/08

7:30 a.m. Mass (Chapel & On-line)

Thurs
06/09

7:30 a.m. Mass (Chapel & On-line)

Fri
06/10

7:30 a.m. Mass (Chapel & On-line)

Sun
06/12

Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Mass (Presentation Hall & On-line)

https://zoom.us/j/622647147
Passcode: SJSUNDAY (57935957)
† Louis Lee by Rochelle Lee
11:00 a.m. Seeing Race (Church)

Congratulations to all of our
First Communion communicants!

Congratulate Eunice Brown who will be
receiving the Sacrament of Holy
Eucharist and Confirmation Pentacost
Sunday. Thank you to Brother Kent for
her formation, along with the
following people who assisted by
participating in her weekly sessions:
Eva Leonard, John Pickens, Br. Tom
Johnson, Sherri & Werner Seyfried,
Reshma Shekar, Mary Ellen Levine, and
Margaret Latimore. Your support in her
RCIA journey meant a great deal.
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***MORE ON BACK

St. James has a google form for
submitting prayer requests:
https://forms.gle/ZgbVkgarRRgDmJR6A

Our Home Bound:
Judy Archer
Margie Bass
Paul Freeman
Juanita James
Barbara Southhall
Dina Williams
Our Sick:
Victoria Allen
Aayliah Cooper

Joe Cunningham
Patsy Cunningham
Marvelean Doss
Claude Fisher
Linda Griffin Kennard
Nancy McCarthy
Barbara Radizwon
Sandra Reynolds
Donald Rogers
Kimberly Starr

