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ON THE WAY....

Sun
2/23 African American Heritage Celebration
7th Sunday In Ordinary Time
. O = 10:30 a.m. Mass (Presentation Hall & On-line)
o - : https://zoom.us/j/622647147

May the grace and peace of the Holy Spirit be with us forever. Passcode: SISUNDAY (57935957)
Welcome all to our celebration as St. James remembers its African- Van Bensett by Saira Bensett
American heritage. Below find an excerpt of an article from The Mon 7:30 a.m. Mass (Chapel & On-line
Pulse, the newsletter of the Chicago Black Catholic Alliance written | 274 7:00 p.m. Bible (Studg (On-line) )
by Gardis Watts.

Tue 7:30 am. Mass (Chapel & On-line)

Last year marked the 40th anniversary of the pastoral letter called 2/25
“What We Have Seen and Heard.” It was a document created by the

African American Bishops of that time. Much of this letter dealt with | Wed 7:30 am. Mass (Chapel & On-line)
evangelization, which came in two parts. The first part dealt with 02/26

lthe gifts Bla.ck people l.lad to ojfer the Church. Ou'r African .heritage Thurs 7:30 am. Mass (Chapel & On-line)
in the American experience is vital to understanding our faith. The 02/27

second part dealt with evangelization, its difficulties, and how the

Black Catholic faithful overcame it. Fri 7:30 am. Mass (Chapel & On-line)

In 1984, when the letter was published, Black Catholic Chicago was 2t

still thriving. You had over 50 Black Catholic Parishes in Chicago, Sun

with several others in the south and west suburbs. The majority of 03/02 8th Sunday In Ordinary Time

these parishes had schools attached to them. Estimates varied on the

number of Black Catholics in Chicago during that time. Some totals 9:30 a.m. Mass (Presentation Hall & On-line)
ranged from eighty thousand to one hundred thousand. Several https://zoom.us/j/622647147
Black priests in the diocese served not just Black parishes but Passcode: SISUNDAY (57935957)
parishes around the city and suburbs. Most priests serving in the 1t Debra and Shirley Barker by Phyllis
Black churches were in their 30s and 40s. Even the first auxiliary Barker

bishop of Chicago, Bishop Wilton Gregory, was only 37 years old. 11:30 a.m. Mass SPRED (Presentation Hall)
Along with having a fully staffed “Office of Black Catholics,” Black 1:00 p.m. Mass - Espafiol/Spanish

Catholic Chicago was still riding the wave of the work done in the (Presentation Hall)

1960s and 1970s. However, since that time, Black Catholic

Chicago, along with several other Black Catholic Communities
across the country, started to diminish. There are currently nine
Black Catholic Parishes in Chicago. There are approximately six
thousand active Black Catholics in the city. And the number of Black
priests dwindled during these forty years. How did the Black
Catholic Community, especially in Chicago, fall this far down?

When the Black bishops in the letter commented on the importance
of the Black experience in shaping our spirituality and Catholic
identity, Black Catholics responded well to this call. In the letter,
they state, “To be Catholic is to be universal. To be universal is not
to be uniform. It does mean, however, that the gifts of individuals
and of particular groups become the common heritage shared by
all. Just as we lay claim to the gifts of Blackness, we share these
gifts within the Black Community at large and within the Church.
This will be our part in the building up of the whole Church. This
will also be a way of enriching ourselves.” (pg.4) In her last public
address in 1989 before the U.S. Catholic Bishops, Sister Thea
Bowman reminded those bishops and the rest of the world of the
correlation between Blackness and Catholicism.

What I have seen and heard on the state of Black Catholic Chicago
in the last forty years is a congregation that is in decline. Most of
the population are elderly. Many of our parishes are closing. We do
not have many Black priests or deacons. Our : ’

youth is falling away from the Church. These are A big welco.m.e .tO St. Edna’s. Thank you so
Jjust a few observations. But after re-reading the much for joining us today and for your

lett in, it heti ing t . .
gt trwas @ propheticwarning s L QU WA continued support of our community!

In the Most Holy Trinity,
Fr. John Edmunds, S.T

ST. JAMES - CHICAGO



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015nd0dTgLOu4IhPQIvKUow1lbg5rnt8XL3nvWSrWyQXnS4CfA90JlZ94opaUj6oP3Hh7lscOcCetSxBcqQpvJm4wcrW79m2bNy4k1loxySMB5E93MSr2u189d9oBDNNMIIObxY7JTacP_SoIQF8IEqQ==&c=0HBgWPjY_qiXMkaT-C0oOUiDSAuLban_rSneKYzNAl8ks8hWmhPVLg==&ch=V0DbuvLVtOWKV
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015nd0dTgLOu4IhPQIvKUow1lbg5rnt8XL3nvWSrWyQXnS4CfA90JlZ94opaUj6oP3Hh7lscOcCetSxBcqQpvJm4wcrW79m2bNy4k1loxySMB5E93MSr2u189d9oBDNNMIIObxY7JTacP_SoIQF8IEqQ==&c=0HBgWPjY_qiXMkaT-C0oOUiDSAuLban_rSneKYzNAl8ks8hWmhPVLg==&ch=V0DbuvLVtOWKV
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Together we bring hope

2025 Annual Catholic Appeal

Please consider supporting this
year’s Appeal. Your generous

contribution will be
'/{/

a source of blessing
o"d/

for many people, for
yourself and for your
E]%?sl!l}'

loved ones.
i are

To make a gift by phone:
312.534.7959

To mail: 835 North Rush Street
Chicago, IL 60611

To give online:
annualcatholicappeal.com

Wednesdag Liturgies

MARCH5TH

7:30AM
St. James Rectory/Zoom
2942 S. Wabash

12:50PM
Carr Chapel/The God Box
6:30PM

St. James Church/Zoom
21 East 29th St.

See Mass Times on our website for links to attend on Zoom

Join us for a Lenten evening of song and reflection in the Taize tradition

Ministry for
LGBTQIA+ persons,

family & friends

Next meeting

March 23rd
11:00AM

St. James on Wabash
21 East 29th Street 7pm
www.stjameswabash.org

St. James Rectory
2942 S. Wabash

ST. JAMES - CHICAGO

Take heart, the world is troubled but | am with you.

Wednesday, March 19

Free and open to all

***MORE ON BACK



https:

forms.gle /ZgbVkgarRRgDmJR6A
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Our Home Bound:

Margie Bass
Paul Freeman
Orean Perry
Juanita James
Barbara Southhall

Our Sick:
Aayliah Cooper
Patsy Cunningham

Marvelean Doss
Claude Fisher
Paul Kanzer
Linda Griffin Kennard
Nancy McCarthy
Samuel Akuo Opong Duah
Sandra Reynolds
Donald Rogers
Kimberly Starr
Ruthie Turnbull

(9 /
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www.ricobenespizza.com
252 W. 26th STREET, CHICAGO
312-225-5555

Gamily Owned and Operaled Since 1939
DALCAMO
FUNERAL HOME
470 W. 26th St. « Chicago
312-842-8681
Bernard M. Dalcamo
Bernard M. Dalcamo, Jr.

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

ADT | Authorized | g ofactreats

Provider

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Alicia White

awhite@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x9783

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

1
g |

Pt Do

Cambridge Manor
’ Senior Living

e

ILLINOIS
EYE

INSTITUTE

¢ Free Parking ® On-site Pharmacy

The State of
lllinois Mandates
Eye Exams for
Students.

We're happy to get your
entire family seeing clearly!

Call today: 312.949.7488
3241 S. Michigan Avenue ¢ Chicago, IL 60616

Do you want to earn while you learn?
Do you want to be a part of one of the fastest
growing and technologically advanced trades?

Then check out
the I.B.E.W. Local 134
Apprenticeship Program!

Go to www.ejatt.com for more information!

v Family « GPS & Fall Alert

E_E s md-medalert.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER
Best Work e Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

(773) 471-1444

MDMedAlert!™ CaLLiom $19°%
 Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire 800-809-3570 Imo.

“STAYSAFEinthe ™'
HOME YOU LOVE!”

STARTING AT

2631 S. Indiana Ave.
Close to Downtown

& Public Transportation
62+ years to Apply
Accepting Applications Now!

(312) 326-5023

www.cambridgemanorapt.com

C. M.
FASAN FLORIST
35th & Ashland
Delivery Daily
Chicago & 135 Suburbs
Charge Cards Accepted
773-523-8564

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. James, Chicago, IL

Every Client
has their own
Lakeside Banker!
Join us!

866-892-1LSB
LakesideBank.com

A 4C 01-0501



